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CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 3014 

PRETORIA ALSO FOR AMBASSADOR LOW 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR MILI UNSC WA SF ZA 

SUB J : FURTHER ON SAG INCURSION INTO ZAMBIA 

REF: (A) PRETORIA 5009, (B) LUSAKA 3010, (C) LUSAKA 3009, 

(D) LUSAKA 3006 

1 . I ASKED MARK CHONA AT 0845 AUGUST 26 FOR AN UPDATE ON 
PRESENCE OF SAG TROOPS IN ZAMBIA (HE HAD BEEN UNREACHABLE 
SUNDAY). CHONA SAID THAT SITUATION ON SATURDAY HAD BEEN 
EVEN WORSE THAN HE HAD DESCRIBED TO ME AND ALLINSON. FURTHER, 
ACTION ON THE GROUND CONTINUED ALL DAY SUNDAY. THERE HAVE 
BEEN TWO BATTLES INVOLVING SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES, ONE AT 
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SINJEMBELE, THE OTHER AT IMUSHO, BOTH NORTHWEST OF SESHEKE. 
(COMMENT: BOTH LOCATIONS ARE IDENTIFIED WITH SWAPO CONCEN- 
TRATIONS. ACCORDING TO CHONA, SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES ARE NOW 
OPERATING IN SMALL GROUPS. UNTIL YESTERDAY, SOUTH AFRICANS 
HAD ATTEMPTED TO AVOID CONTACT WITH ZAMBIAN MILITARY. HOWEVER, 
AT SINJEMBELE THEY "PROVOKED A BATTLE" WITH ZAMBIAN MILITARY 
UNITS.) 
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2. CHONA SAID THE ZAMBIANS WERE NOT SURE THAT CONTINUING 
MILITARY ACTION WAS IN CONNECTION WITH A SOUTH AFRICAN 
WITHDRAWAL OR IMPLIED A CONTINUING SOUTH AFRICAN OFFENSIVE. 

HE SAID THAT IF ACTIONS CONTINUED DURING THE COURSE OF THE DAY, 
IT WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT TO REINFORCE 
ITS TROOPS IN THE SESHEKE AREA. HE AND THE PRESIDENT ARE 
BEING ADVISED BY THE MILITARY THAT ZAMBIA SHOULD NOT RPT NOT 
CONTINUE TO PERMIT SOUTH AFRICAN ACTION WITHOUT TAKING 
COUNTERMEASURES. HE SAID DECISION TO REINFORCE WOULD BE 
TAKEN WITH GREATEST RELUCTANCE SINCE THIS COULD LEAD INEVI- 
TABLY TO AN ESCALATION OF THE CONFLICT NOW TAKING PLACE. 

HE ADDED HOWEVER THAT "WE CAN'T HOLD OUR MIT, IT ARY BACK MUCH 
LONGER." 

3. CHONA MENTIONED THE CAPTURE BY SOUTH AFRICA OF TWO ZAMBIAN 
BUSES AND REQUESTED THAT I SEEK INFORMATION ON WELFARE OF 
PASSENGERS. 

4. IN MY CONVERSATION WITH CHONA I REFERRED TO AMBASSADOR 
EDMONDSON'S MEETING WITH FOURIE (REFTEL A) AND INFORMED HIM 
THAT SAG WAS ADAMANT IN SAYING THAT ITS TROOPS HAD BEEN WITH- 
DRAWN. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: ANY WORD THAT I COULD GIVE CHONA ON THE 
STATUS OF THE BUSES AND PASSENGERS WOULD HELP TO QUIET THIS 
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AFFAIR. 

6. COMMENT: THERE ARE SEVERAL POSSIBILITIES TO EXPLAIN THE 
CONFLICT IN INFORMATION ON WHAT IS TRANSPIRING MILITARILY 
WITHIN ZAMBIA: EITHER THE SAG IS UNINFORMED, OR THE SAG IS 
MAKING A DELIBERATE EFFORT TO MISLEAD. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY 
IS THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF ZAMBIA IS UNINFORMED ABOUT 
DEVELOPMENTS ON ITS OWN SOIL. WE HAVE SEEN SOME INDICATION 
THAT THE INCIDENTS DESCRIBED BY CHONA MAY IN FACT HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE ON FRIDAY. 

CLINGERMAN 
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